i W . STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY EDMUND G. BROWN JR., GOVERNOR

o RERABTMENT OF 30T JERY 66
(916) 322-3141

April 10, 1981

ALL-COUNTY LETTER NOC. 81-39
To:  ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS

SUBJECT: CUBAN/HAITIAN ENTRANT PROGRAM

REFERENCE:  ALL-COUNTY LETTER NO. 81-17; 0SS TELEGRAM JANUARY 16, 1981; 0SS
TELEGRAM NOVEMBER 4, 1980; DSS TELEGRAM JULY 10, 1980; 0SS

TELEGRAM MAY 19, 1980

The purpose of this letter s to provide advance notice instructions for
implementation of the Cuban/Haitian Entrant Program {CHEP) in accordance with
federal policies and instructions issued under the authority of Title V
(Fascell-Stone Amendment) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980
(Public Law 96-422, October 10, 1980).

Background

The Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 provides for the establishment of a
refugee-type public assistance program to assist all Cubans and Haitians
admitted to the United States as nonrefugees/nonasylees/nonimmigrants. “Upon
receipt of federal instructions, DSS submitted estimates of funding needs for
Federal Fiscal Year 1981. Allocations awarded to date appear to be sufficient
to fully fund this program through the State Fiscal Year ending June 30, 1981.

The Department has received necessary legislative authorization to implement
this program and has filed regulations with the Office of Administrative Law for
emergency adoption. The proposed emergency regulations are attached; however,
do not implement this program until SDSS notifies counties that the proposed
reguiations have been approved. This letter is being provided at this time to
enable counties to prepare for prompt program implementation. The following
definitions are provided to assist CWDs in determining eligibility ynder CHEP.

Program Criteria

As under IRAP, CHEP will provide reimbursement for the normal nonfederal share
- of assistance costs for entrant recipients of SSI/SSP and AFDC. For entrants

who do noi meet the categorical requirements of SSI/SSP or AFDC, CHEP provides

for a special refugee-type cash assistance program to be known as Entrant Cash

Assistance (ECA).
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Persons Eligible

The following definitions are provided pursuant to the terms of MPP 69-303.13
and shall govern eligibility for CHEP:

i. Cuban/Haitian Entrants are:

a. Cubans who arrived in the United States between April 21, 1980 and
October 10, 1980 who possess an INS Form I-94 indicating: Cuban/
Haitian Entrant {Status Pending} Reviewable January 15, 1981 or
July 15, 1981. (These are the persons defined in general terms in
MPP 69-303.11.)

b. Haitians who arrived in the United States at any time prior to and
inciuding October 10, 1980 who possess an INS Form 1-94 indicating:
Cuban/Haitian Entrant [Status Pending) Reviewable January 15, 1981 or
July 15, 198L. (These are the persons defined in general terms in
MPP 69-303.11.) S :

5 (Cubans and Haitians who arrived in the United States since October 10, 1980

' are those individuals from Cuba or Haiti who possess an INS form indicating
any’nonrefugee/nonasy?ee/noafmmigrant current status. Individuals
passessing expired status, except for the Cuban/Haitian Entrant (Status
Pending) category, must be referrad to INS for status adjustment or
extension to become or remain eligibie for benefits. ~ Cubans and Haitians
who arrived in the United States since-October 10, 1980 are not eligible
for the AFDC Program while they are in pending status, nor are they
eligible for the INS category of Cuban/Haitian Entrant (Status Pending);
however, these individuals shall be vnown as Cuban/Haitian Entrants for
purpases of CHEP. {These are the persons defined in general terms in

MPP 69-303.12.)

3. Cubans and Haitians who are now permanent resident aliens as indicated by

an INS Form I-151 or I-551 (Resident Alien forms), who previously held one

" of the statuses outlined in 1 and 2 above are eligible for assistance under
CHEP; however, the applicant must provide sufficient docymentation to
substantiate that he/she held one of the above statuses prior to the
adjustment of his/her status to that of resident alien. An example of such

documentation would be a photocopy of an 1-94 form areviously. held which :
meets one of the status vequirements, documentation available in

- county/state records or documentation provided by a voluntary resettiement

agency (VOLAG). ' o

4. Cubans and Haitians who have been granted asylum under Section 208, paroled
as refugees or admitted as refugees under Section 207 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act {INA) are not eligible for assistance under CHEP.

These individuals must apply for assistance as refugees under IRAP
regulations (MPP Section 69-200). '

F1igibility Limits

Persons admitted to the United States as Cuban/ﬁaitian Fntrants will be
ineligible for CHEP (cash or Medi-Cal) assistance after 36 months of United
States residence beginning with the month and year of entry into the United




States. Unaccompanied minors are not subject to the 36-month time Timitation of
CHEP. Unaccompanied minors will remain eligible until they attain the age of

majority.

Aéd and Payment Cades -

Aid Code 08 shall be assigned to Cuban/Hazitian entrants, inctuding unaccompanied
minors, receiving ECA (Cubans and Haitians not eligible for SSI/SSP or AFDC)
under CHEP. Cuban/Haitian entrants who meet AFDC eligibility criteria or who
meet Medi-Cal only criteria should continue to be assigned the approprfate_AFDC
or Medi-Cal only aid code. SDSS Financial Management Services Branch 1is
currently developing claiming instructions that will address AFDC cases made up
of time-eligibie Cuban/Haitian entrants and nonentrants. These instructions
will be issued as soon as possible. Hntil these instructions are received,
separately identify the time-eligible entrants apart from other persons in the
Family Budget Unit (FBU). :

Reporting Requirements

In order to collect reguired characteristic and other identifying information on
Cuban and Haitian Entrants, CWDs shall initiaily complete a Form CA & for each
Cuban and Haitian Entrant in an approved cash assistance case (AFDC or ECA).
Complete the CA & at intake or redetermination {one-time only), and add the
following information on the upper right of the reverse side: - the VOLAG which
assisted in initial resettlement; primary language; place (county and state) of
initial resettlement; and date of arrival in California. A copy of completed

CA 6 forms must be sent to SDSS, ORS, 744 "P" Street, M.S. 4-100, Sacramento,

CA 95814. Forms may be batched and sent at the end of each.month. Piease label
the package "ENT".

A refugee management information and tracking systiem, which will include Cuban
and Haitian entrants, is currently being designed by SDSS, Statistical Services
Branch. Upon implementation, CWDs will be required to complete the appropriate
data collection form on each new applicant and household member receiving CHEP
assistance and services. It is anticipated that the new form will be required
on Cuban and Haitian entrants either after approval if the application is for
new cases or at the time of redetermination for continuing cases whether or not
an interim CA 6 was completed in order to obtain complete information for the
refugee/entrant tracking system. Questions regarding this reporting process
should be addressed to Kathy Buford at (916) 323-2339.

The Department of Health Services advises that the Refugee Tracking System has
been expanded to allow for claiming of Entrant medical assistant costs. As in
the case with Refugee Cash Assistance eligibles, counties are not required to
report ECA eligibles to this System, as long as the county issues Medi-Cal cards
under ECA aid code 08.  The regular Medi-Cal CID/MEDS system will be used to

track eligibility and costs for these persons. Counties currently unable to
issue Medi-Cal cards under ECA aid code 08 are to use Medi-Cai On¥y aid codes 82

or 84, and are to notify DHS in writing of their intent. ECA eligibles placed -
in Medi-Cal Only aid codes must be reported to the Department on the Refugee
Cross Reference Transaction, Form MC 255. In addition, all counties are to
report AFDC eligible and Medi-Cal Only eligibie Cuban/Haitian Entrants to DHS on
“the MC 255 or EDP eguivalent. The "refugee indicator" 8 has been .assigned to




the Cuban/Haitian Entrant category, and is to be used to identify all such
persons. DHS wiil provide counties with a revised Medi-Cal Eligibility Manual
Procedures Section 5F in the near future, which will bring together prior
insbrued i,

Implementation Instructions

Do not implement this program unt i1 approval from SDSS has been recetved. There
TT T retroactive eligibitity for ECA benefitsg however, retroactive reim-
hursement for assistance previously provided entrants will he addressed 1in
fiscal claiming instructions to be josued as soon as possible. The beginning
date of aid rules under MPP Section 44-317 shall apply.

A CWD Notice of Action is required by MPP 72-021.11 for ECA case approvals, and
chall include the following statement: sEptrant Cash Assistance is provided
under a specially funded federal program which limits the eligibility period to
36 months from the individual's month and year of entry into the United States.
Therefore, eligibility to this program will expire for any individual who has
lived in the United States for wmore than 36 months, or sooner if federal funding
far this program is withdrawn. You wiil receive a Noetice of Action
approximately 10 days before you hecome ineligibie for further assistance®.

Moo dnstructions ohall become of fecbsve upon nol it icat fon by SO55.0 Quesk tons
regarding policy issues should be divected to SUSS, Office of Refugee Services
at (916) 322-3141. Questiens regarding Medi-Cal issues should be directed to
your Medi-Cal Program Consuitant, o .
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,‘ }\'\i}\ - ,w,h / \ Q‘]_
fA % i b 1 Ty \‘7
EIVIAR%{")’N( . WboDS”
Girectof

cct  (WDA
DHS

Attachmeﬁt




ST, 400A (8-71),

CONTINUATION SHEET

FUR FILING ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS
WiTH THE SECHETARY OF STATE

{Purzuant to Govemmant Cede Section 11380. 03

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

Adopt new Sections 69~300 and 69-301,

=2tone Amendment) of the

In_accordance with Title V f{Fascel

Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980 (Public Law Y6=422

Uctober .10y 1380)Ys there is bereby established a Cuban/Haitian
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CHEP is separate and apart from the Indochinase Refugee

Assistance Program {IRAP) and fuban Program Phasedowns howevers

the objectivess administrations program eligibility criteria and

case maintenance policies are identical to tnose of the IR&P,

There is a Special Cash Assistance Program within CHEP for Cuban

and Haitian Entrants known as Entrant {ash Assistance (ECA)-

Eligibility criteria for ECA benefits shall be the same as tnose

outlined in IRAP regulationse MPP Chapter 69-200, except that the

definition of a refugee is not applicabie to CHEP or Ela.




AT 4004 {(B-T

COMTIMUATIGN SHEEY
FOR FILIBG ADMIVSTRATIVE REGULATIONS
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE

{(FPoesuant to Govermment Code Saction 11300, 1)

Dy MOT WRITE 1N THIS SPACE

69-301 GENERAL
Ali_current

Avthority:

Hefarencae!

STATEMENT {Continued) 6%-301

_AFDC Program_requlstions apply unless supersedzd by

Welfare and institutions Code Sections 135493 and

105545,

Puttlic Law 96—672.




Ef?.409A(B_71, : . CONTINUATION SHEET
FOR FILIRG ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATISHNS
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE

{Pursugat 1o Governmant Code Section 11380.1)

ADOPT NEW SECTION 69-303

6£9-303 DEFINITION OF CUBAN/HAITTIAN ENTRANTS AND TERMINOLOGY £5-303%

£9-30%.1 DEFINITION OF CUBAN/HAITIAN ENTRANTS

.11 Ccuban/Haitian Entrants (Status Pending) as authorized

by section 501{e) (1} of P.L. 856~422.

.12 Cubans and Haitians who have arrived fn the United

States since October 10, 1980 and hawe been released

to community sponsors pursuant to INS requlations and

otherwise'qualify under section 501{el{2} of P.L. 56-422,

.13 County welfare departments shall use the more specific

definitions and Jdocumentation rcquirements.furnisheﬁ

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE

by the Department of Social Services, as received from

the Office of Refugee Resettlement.




ESTO. 4004 {8-771 CONTIMULTION SHEEY

FOR FILIBG ADWMINISTRATIVE REGULATIORS
WITH THE SECRETARY OF STAT

3
(Purssont te Govemment Lode Section 11380, T

DO MOT WRITE IN THIS §PACE

69-20% DEFINITION OF CUBAN/HATTIAN ENTRANTS AND TERMINOLOGY (CONTINUED) 593-303

59-303.2 DEFINITION OF TERMINGLOGY

‘o4 gntrant Cash Assistance (ECA)

The %erm ECA refers to the foderallv-Tunded program of cash assistangs
which is available to Cuban or Hazitian Entranis vwho do nqtnmeet the
categoricdi requirements of other sLate/redera: cash assistance
Srograms Liederal Arbl o SSI/55P ).

AUTHORITY: Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 10553 and 10554,
REFERENCE: Public lLaw 96=L22,

ADOPT NEW SECTION 69-317.

§9-317

£9-317 CASE RECORDS

| .3 Case Numbers - General

AYY Entrant Cash Assistance Cases, inciuding those for unaccompan ied
minors, shail be designated with the aid code 08.

AUTHORITY : Welfare and Institutions Code Sections 10553 and 1055k,

REFERENCE: Public Law 96422,




